Nova Southeastern University

NSUWorks
The Current

NSU Digital Collections

9-1-2009

The Current Volume 20 : Issue 3
Nova Southeastern University

Follow this and additional works at: https://nsuworks.nova.edu/nsudigital_newspaper

NSUWorks Citation
Nova Southeastern University, "The Current Volume 20 : Issue 3" (2009). The Current. 457.
https://nsuworks.nova.edu/nsudigital_newspaper/457

This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the NSU Digital Collections at NSUWorks. It has
been accepted for inclusion in The Current by an authorized administrator of NSUWorks. For more information,
please contact nsuworks@nova.edu.

The Student-Run Newspaper of Nova Southeastern University
September 1, 2009

Volume 20, Issue 3

www.nsucurrent.com

INSIDE

News
NSU Students
Selected for
Prestigious
Program

Read this article to find
out more.

Page 2

Current Affairs
T.O.K. Takes the
Stage to Welcome
Students
Students are engaged
with this concert

Page 5

Sports

Photos by L. Aurigemma

Player Profile: Juan
Gonzalez

Find out more about this
Men’s Soccer player.

Page 8

Arts &
Entertainment
Travel to Ireland
Without Leaving
the States

Read this restaurant
review about The Field

(Left) Ashley Perez after receiving her keys from a Rick Case Honda representative. (Right) Michael Perez, Ashley Perez, Ian Vernon, Lance Vernon and a friend rejoice in front of
the winning car.

AMANDA CAZACU
CURRENT AFFAIRS EDITOR

Organizations and clubs were
lined up in rows against the walls
as students, new and returning,

flooded the halls of the Don Taft
University Center. The sound of
music and volunteer pitches from
every organization filled the air.
Sharkapalooza is easily one of the
biggest events NSU showcases
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bigger and better this year and
people seem to be responding to
the organizations.”
It’s safe to say that there were
organizations for everyone, from
Greek life to media opportunities;
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every year as part of the “Weeks
of Welcome” and this year was
no exception.
According to Whitney Brown,
a graduate student in the College
of Student Affairs, “It’s gotten

ANNARELY RODRIGUEZ
NEWS EDITOR

According to statistics gathered by the magazine Diverse:
Issues in Higher Education in
2009, NSU awarded the most
doctoral degrees to Hispanics and
African-Americans in 2008.

The list, which was divided
into majors, ranked NSU first
in doctoral degrees awarded to
African-Americans and Hispanics
in the fields of education, health
professions and related clinical
sciences. On top of that, NSU has
ranked first in awarding doctoral
degrees to African-Americans for
SEE DOCTORAL DEGREES 2

On Monday, Aug. 17, Governor
Charlie Christ announced the
2009 Gubernatorial Fellows,
which included Hugh W.
Brown Jr., a graduate student
in the Huizenga School of
Business and Entrepreneurship.
The 14 Fla. university and
college students selected will be
working in the governor’s office or
in other governor’s agencies for two
semesters learning, first-hand, all of
the inner-workings of the state.
“It is an experience most
people will never have, only a
select few, and I am happy to be a
part of it,” said Brown.
NSU’s
selected
student
graduated from Florida State
University in 2006 with a bachelor’s
degree in history and a bachelor’s

“It is an experience
most people will
never have, only a
select few, and I
am happy to be a
part of it,”
- Hugh W. Brown, Jr.
degree in international affairs. He
also served in the U.S. Air Force
from 1998-2002.
“I was mostly influenced by
my undergrad student government involvement while at FSU,”
said Brown.
He will be working in the
Office of Drug Control until
SEE PRESTIGOUS PROGRAM 3
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May 14, 2010, but he will continue
to pursue his M.B.A at NSU, where
his tuition has been waived, by
taking distance- learning courses.
“I cannot really say, I do
not have any plans [after the
fellowship]. I just plan to take

it one day at a time and see what
happens,” said Brown.
Brown was selected after
completing the application process,
which required him to show
strong leadership, written and oral
communication skills, community

activism, and a strong desire to
serve the state of Fla.
To find out more about the
Gubernatorial Fellows Program, log
on to www.myflorida.com/fellows.

DOCTORAL DEGREES from 1

“I think it is wonderful.
I think it put NSU on the map,
nationally, and it will inspire
many minority students,” said
Iraelle Edwards, a freshman prelaw major.
The magazine used information provided by different
schools and ranked the universities according to the number
of graduated students. NSU was

listed as having awarded 289
doctoral degrees to AfricanAmericans and 81 doctoral degrees to Hispanics.
“To add to what [Edwards]
said, I think it will attract more
African-American students,” said
Kayla Revelus, a junior business major.
The university also ranks
second in awarding master’s

degrees to African-Americans
and Hispanics in the field of
education, with 519 and 333
master’s degrees awarded to each
group, respectively.
For more information about
Diverse: Issues in Higher Education, or to see these and
other rankings, log onto www.
diverseeducation.com.

NSU College of Osteopathic
Medicine is the Only School in the
South to Offer EMR Master’s
ANNARELY RODRIGUEZ
NEWS EDITOR

The NSU College of Osteopathic Medicine is the only
medical school in the state of
Fla. to offer a master’s degree in
Biomedical Informatics. Students
who graduate with this credential
help in the medical field by
transcribing all medical records
to electronic databases.
Due to former President
George W. Bush’s mandate that
all medical files must be electronic
by the year 2014, hospitals and
private practice physicians are
looking for capable employees
who will help with the transition.

“We are training people who
understand both languages, that
is, medical and technological.
[…] We are bridging the two
fields,” said Jennie Q. Lou,
M.D., professor of public health
in the College of Osteopathic
Medicine, director and founder
of the Science in Biomedical
Informatics Program.
NSU has been offering the
degree for three years and the
program’s graduated students are
working in private practices and
facilities such as the Cleveland
Clinic, Memorial Health Care
System, and Mercy Hospital,
among others.
“Our students get hired very

quickly,” said Lou.
In order to complete the
program, students must earn
43 credits by taking classes
that vary from biostatistics to
epidemiology, and consumer
health informatics.
According to the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, electronic re-cords
will mean fewer medical errors,
fewer redundant tests and faster
diagnoses. Hospitals will also
be able to save paper, money
and time.
For more information, please
contact Dr. Lou, at jlou@nova.edu.

NSU Researchers Do Their
Part to Save the Ocean
JUAN GALLO
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

NSU researchers at the
National Coral Reef Institute
within the Oceanographic Center
are conducting research in an
attempt to restore and replace
some of the damaged reefs in
Ft. Lauderdale.
Most residents of south Fla.
are familiar with coral reefs;
they are marine habitats in which
many species of fish and other
aquatic creatures live.
Over-fishing, diseases, pollution, run-offs, impact from
vessel groundings and global
climate change are damaging and
destroying coral reefs all over the
globe. To counter this problem in
south Fla., NSU is leading the way
in the act of coral restoration and
particularly in coral spawning.
Every Aug., the night after
the full moon, corals release

millions of sperm and eggs into
the ocean in a phenomenon called
coral spawning. The researchers
then collect some of these eggs,
take them back to the lab and
grow them until they are large
enough to be put back into the
habitat where coral reefs have
been damaged.
This is the fourth year the
researchers have been collecting
coral. They are still waiting for
the corals to reach the minimum
size to be put back. This takes
some time because the coral eggs
were picked up when they were  
microscopic.
The damage and loss of
these corals can be devastating to
the habitat. It can greatly affect
the numerous species that reside
within the shelter of the reef.
These effects are felt not only
by the marine life, but also by
humans, particularly here in Fla.
where, economically, coral reefs

are a big part of tourism.
Researchers at NSU are
hoping their job helps restore the
damage that has been done to
the reefs.
“[Coral spawning] is a
great tool to try to help restore
reefs, but really what’s important
is that we need to preserve
what we have. The methods
we [researchers] have are not
sufficient to replace what’s been
lost,” said Alison Moulding,
Ph.D., lead researcher.
If you are interested in
helping with this cause, the
researchers suggest you donate
money for research, conserve
water, limit the use of pesticides,
fertilizer and detergent and
recycle. Also, if you are a boater,
know your catch limits and sizes
and stick to them and know your
navigational chart, so you are not
physically destroying the reefs.
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Mahmood Shivji Makes Stunning
Discoveries About NSU’s Mascot
AMANDA CAZACU
CURRENT AFFAIRS EDITOR

NSU prides itself on having
some of the best professors
in the country, with profound
knowledge and experience in their
fields. Among those is Mahmood
Shivji, a genetics professor in
the Division of Math, Science,
and Technology in the Farquhar
College of Arts and Sciences.
Shivji grew up in Kenya,
later moved to Canada and
attended college to obtain a
degree in architecture. Upon
attending college, Shivji stumbled upon television shows based
on Jacques-Yves Cousteau, an
author and researcher of ocean
life, and Richard Burton’s “Life
on Earth.” A combination of both
inspired him to, instead, study
marine biology and pursue a
career in that field.
His research on sharks
has caught the attention of The
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
who utilized his research to
help prosecute those who catch
protected shark species. Moreover, his research has helped weed
out restaurants that claim to serve
grouper or snapper but are really

Courtesy of the Office of Public Affairs

Mahmood Shivji, Ph.D., Director of NSU Oceanographic Center’s Guy Harvey Research Institute (front) and Brad Wetherbee, Ph.D.
of the University of Rhode Island and Guy Harvey Research Institute (back) study the migration patterns of various sharks in the US
Virgin Islands in collaboration with researchers from the University of Virgin Islands Marine Science Center.

serving a cheaper substitution for
the same expensive price.
The research has garnered
support from the Guy Harvey
Research Institute (GHRI) and
the Guy Harvey Ocean Found-

ation (GHOF), which are both
dedicated to conserving global
ocean wildlife. Among their
discoveries, Shivji and his team
found that about 20-40% of
the time, when someone orders

grouper or snapper, customers
receive a substitute and not the
real thing, causing consumer
fraud and danger to those customers who may be allergic to
the substitutes.

3

As a genetics professor
here at NSU, Shivji found it an
essential tool to bring his research
to the classroom and teach his
students his procedures and relate
them to real life. For instance,
he challenges his students to
a game of “C.S.I. genetics,”
which encourages them to order
grouper or snapper at a restaurant
and bring back a sample with
them to the classroom, where
they undergo a procedure to
discover if they really got what
they ordered.
Furthermore, he works and
teaches alongside graduate students at the NSU Oceanographic
Center, where they use genetic
tools to study marine organisms,
which provides insight on how to
better manage marine life.
“Bringing in elements of
my current research directly into
the classroom has provided a
really effective teaching tool for
enhancing student learning in my
genetics class. As an instructor,
it’s always a terrific feeling when
your students get so enthused
about the subject you are teaching
that they choose to pursue
it as part of a future career,”
Shivji explained.
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Silence Your Ringer:
New Treatment Available to
Stop Inner Ear Ringing
ASHLEY ALLRED
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Courtesy of www.clarityhearingsolutions.com

Tinnitus is often caused by damage to the auditory nerve, which usually stems from
prolonged noise exposure. Prolonged noise exposure, such as front row seats at a rock
concert, can often cause tinnitus.

Almost everyone has experienced ringing in his/her ears
at one point or another. It is
often caused by prolonged noise
exposure, such as a long night in
the club or those front row concert
tickets. Whatever the cause
may be, the good thing is that it
usually fades after a few minutes.
For some people, however, the
condition may be permanent.
This condition, known as tinnitus,
is the constant internal ringing or
humming of the ears.
According to the American
Tinnitus Association’s Web site,
tinnitus affects over 50 million
people to some degree. Of those,
about two million are so severely
debilitated that they cannot
perform regular daily tasks.

Luckily for them, Paul B.
Davis, Ph.D., a NSU associate
professor of audiology, has come

“This device is
very important
because it can
help patients get
relief quickly and
painlessly. It will
ultimately improve
their lives.”
- Paul B. Davis, Ph.D.
to the rescue. He has invented
a breakthrough device, Oasis,
which will help alleviate the

symptoms of tinnitus.
“This device is very
important because it can help
patients get relief quickly and
painlessly. It will ultimately
improve their lives,” said Davis.
This invention is crucial to
neuromonics tinnitus treatment, a
form of treatment that combines
soothing music and natural
sounds to help re-train the brain.
Oasis is a device with earpieces
that is connected to a customized
sound generator. This allows the
constant ringing to be replaced
by another sound such as rainfall,
and it is also completely painless;
there is no surgery or medications
required. The treatment spans
over a six-month period, reduces
the symptoms quickly and treats
the source of the problem, which
could range from prolonged noise
exposure to head injury.

www.nsucurrent.com
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T.O.K
Takes
the
Stage
Events Calendar
to Welcome Students
Sept. 1 - 7
ASHLEY ALLRED
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Tuesday, Sept. 1

Lucky 13 “Getting Involved”
12 p.m.-1 p.m.
This event will take place in the
Rosenthal Student Center, Room
200. For more information, please
contact Dalis Dominguez at
dalis@nova.edu.
New in Honors: Undergraduate
Honors Program Workshop
and Lunch
12 p.m.-1 p.m.
“Welcome” lunch and workshop for all students in the
Undergraduate Honors Program.
This event will take place in the
Carl DeSantis Building, Room
TBA. For more information,
please contact Dan Sullivan at
sullivan@nova.edu.
Undergraduate Scholarship
Reception
4:30 p.m.-5:30 pm.
A gala reception for new
undergraduate students, who
have been awarded an NSU
scholarship (by invitation only).
This event will take place at the
Alvin Sherman Library, Room
4009. For more information,
please contact Dan Sullivan at
sullivan@nova.edu.
Wednesday, Sept. 2

Diversitini
4 p.m.-6 p.m.
Join us for a non-alcoholic social
filled with food, fun, music, and
the chance to meet new people!
This event will take place at
the Flight Deck. For more
information, please contact Heidi
Hassel at hh258@nova.edu.
Empower Yourself to Succeed
12 p.m.-1 p.m.
This is an overview of services
and resources available through
the Office of Academic Services.
Peer tutors will be on hand to
speak with students. The presentation will culminate in a brief
walk-through of the academic
services facility. This event
will take place in the Parker
Building, Lobby Area. For more
information, please contact Dan
Sullivan at sullivan@nova.edu.
Thursday, Sept. 3

Shark Service Fair and
SEA Thursday
11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Join us at SEA Thursday to learn
about different nonprofits in
the Broward community. Grab
some free food, free giveaways,
and learn how to give back. This
event will take place at the Flight
Deck. For more information,
please contact Alicia Bates at
ab1272@nova.edu.
Concurrent College Social
5 p.m.-6 p.m.
Meet and greet with faculty
members from each of the
Farquhar College of Arts and
Sciences’ four divisions. This
event will take place at the Don
Taft University Center: Division of Humanities—Black Box
Theater, First Floor Division of
Math, Science, and Technology—
Second Floor Lounge Division
of Performing and Behavioral
Sciences—Arena Club Room,
Second Floor.
Friday, Sept. 4

Volleyball Tournament
1:30p.m.-7 p.m.
This event will take place at the
Don Taft University Center.
Building Towards Career
Success
12 p.m.-1 p.m.
Learn about the services and
resources available to you through
career services that will help you
get on the right major and career
path! During this session, you
will learn the four steps to a great
career and find out how to explore
the various majors at NSU.
This event will take place in the
Office of Career Development,
fourth floor of Alvin Sherman
Library. For more information,
please contact, Dan Sullivan at
sullivan@nsu.nova.edu.
Saturday, Sept. 5

Volleyball Tournament
12:30 p.m.-5:30 pm.
This event will take place
in the Arena at the Don Taft
University Center.
Monday, Sept. 7

Dual Admission Workshop
4 p.m.-5 p.m.

Labor Day (no classes)
12 p.m.-3 p.m.

An information sharing session to
assist students to remain in good
standing in the dual admission
program. This event will take
place at the Alvin Sherman
Library, Room 4009.

Come chill by the pool and enjoy
food, fun, and prizes! This event
will take place at the RecPlex
Pool. For more information,
please contact Alicia Bates at
ab1272@nova.edu.

Nearly every seat was
full as T.O.K took the stage on
Saturday Aug. 22 in the Rose and
Alfred Miniaci Performing Arts
Center as part of a welcome back
event sponsored by the Caribbean
Students Association (CSA),
Student Engagement Association
(SEA), Business Services and VP
Records. This event was designed
to engage and welcome students
as well as to encourage outside
guests to visit our beautiful
campus and enjoy a night filled
with free music.
Chris Foster, better known
by some as DJ84 from RadioX, explained that this event is
beneficial to students because it
serves as a way to provide them
with entertainment in a safe
environment.  
“This is the biggest welcome
back event ever!” said Foster.
T.O.K is a musical group
from Jamaica consisting of
members
Roshaun
“BayC” Evans, Craig “Craigy-T”
Thompson, Xavier “Flexx”
Davidson and Alistaire “Alex”
McCalla. Their sound, a mix of
reggae, dancehall and R&B, is
best described as “world music.”
“We just basically take all
the genres of music that we love
and mix it together with  hardcore
dancehall and then you get
our music, ‘world music,’”
explained Flexx.
The group, now promoting
their third album, “Our World,”
offers advice for those trying to
make it in the music industry.

Photo by A. Allred

T.O.K graciously poses for the fans after their performance.”

“What has worked for us is
being very dedicated in what
we do. First of all, knowing
that this is what we want 100
percent without a doubt in our
mind. Just put in a lot of hard
work and perseverance. Don’t
be a follower. It’s about being a
trendsetter, finding a niche and
being unique,” said Bay-C.
T.O.K was not the only
talent in the room. One of NSU’s
very own students, Alexander
Star, a third year broadcasting
major, opened the show.  Star is
no stranger to the challenges of
balancing his education with his
dreams. Taking a break from his
up-and-coming career to pursue
an education is very important to
him as an artist.
“It has probably played the
biggest role. The only way to kill
ignorance is with education and
that’s what I do with my music.
I don’t think that there’s a single

song that I do that you can’t take
something out if it, something
that you can learn from,”
he explained.
Not only was there a free
concert, this event also served as
an open forum to give students
the chance to ask T.O.K a variety
of questions.
“I had a great time and I’m
really looking forward to more
events like this on campus,”
said Sherice Adison, a freshman
communications major.
Overall, the event was a huge
success as the rows of the theater
were lined with dancing feet.
For more information on
T.O.K and their new album, you
can find them online at: www.
myspace.com/tokmusic. or www.
facebook.com/t.o.k.reggae.
NSU’s very own Alexander Star
can also be found online at www.
myspace.com/alexanderstar.

First SEA Thursday of the Year
Brings New and Returning
Students Together
AMANDA CAZACU
CURRENT AFFAIRS EDITOR

SEA Thursday welcomed
NSU students back this week
with free pizza and drinks at
the University Center. New and
returning students filled up the
Don Taft University Center’s
halls as they interacted with each
other and learned about volunteer
opportunities through different
Greek organizations.
According to A.K. Bennett,
a sophomore biology major, Di
Phi Omega is determined to get
as many students as possible
involved in their volunteer projects to better the environment.
Freshman students were
definitely not excluded from this
event, as they were everywhere
inquiring about events and
organizations around campus.
Among those students, Steve
Zein, a freshman international
business major, claimed, “It’s

Members of Di Phi Omega

my first Thursday here and it’s
exciting to meet people and
associate with all the different
clubs and organizations.”
In addition to the new
students on campus, returning
students joined the festivities at
SEA Thursday to reunite with
old friends and classmates while
picking up some free stuff. In an
effort to go green, SEA Thursday
served organic pizza from Pizza
Fusion and had trees to plant with
“plant-a-seed with a brother.”

Photo by A. Cazacu

Elizabeth Blakeley, a sophomore business administration
major, also added that she “really
enjoyed all the excitement and
student involvement.”
Altogether it was a
successful event with plenty
of socializing, great food and
music. SEA Thursday will be
serving up a mix of those things
every Thurs. in an effort to bring
the students of NSU together and
provide a breather from their
hectic schedules.
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Photos by A. Cazacu and L. Aurigemma

no student was left behind.
Freshmen, especially, had the
chance to scope out what NSU is
all about.
Ben Choi, a junior marine
biology major, was impressed
by the amount of organizations
at the event. “It’s a great way for
new students to get involved with
clubs and organizations.”
Those
who
attended
Sharkapalooza for the first time
were pleasantly surprised to learn
and see so much in one night.
Christine Darley, a senior business
administration major, a firsttime Sharkapalooza attendee, and
claimed that there’s “definitely
more diverse organizations to
get involved with here than at
other schools.”

“We [all] work for Chartwells, and Ashley is the only fulltime student right now. We were all counting on [her] to
win the car because we have been carpooling to work
at 6 a.m. when we all work at different times of the day.
Security was bothering us about sleeping upstairs.”
- Ian Vernon
The best part of the night, however, came when the winner of the
Rick Case Honda Car Giveaway
was announced. The numbers
of the winning raffle ticket were
called and Ashley Perez, a junior
legal studies major, had her name
called. Between Perez jumping

and screaming, her friends were
just as ecstatic.
“There could have been no
better student to win the car from
Rick Case Honda than Ashley,”
stated Michael Perez, Perez’s
younger brother.
Brothers Ian Vernon, a NSU

Alumnus and Perez’s boyfriend,
and Lance Vernon, a freshmen
business administration major,
explained, “We [all] work for
Chartwells, and Ashley is the
only full-time student right now.
We were all counting on [her] to
win the car because we have been

carpooling to work at 6 a.m. when
we all work at different times of
the day. Security was bothering us
about sleeping upstairs. We were
going to buy a car because Ashley
had to give her car to her brother
now, but thanks to Rick Case
Honda, we can all wait a year
and save money. Thank you Rick
Case Honda!”
Overall, Sharkapalooza was
a celebration of the new school
year, welcoming back new and
returning students of NSU with
open doors of opportunities to
get involved on campus. It was a
great way to start off the year and
possibly an accurate prediction of
what the rest of the school year
will be like.
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Heartbreak for the
Men’s Soccer Team in
Season Opener
CRAIG HEENIGHAN
SPORTS EDITOR

Despite their best efforts in
the second half, the NSU men’s
soccer team fell short in their
season opener, as they were
defeated 1-0 by Clayton State. A
sluggish start was to blame as the
Sharks were slow out of the traps
and found themselves on the back
foot early on in proceedings.
Clayton State took the lead
in the first 20 minutes as defender
Brian Endres sneaked in between
the Shark’s defense and connected
with a fine cross to head the ball
into the top corner.
The goal proved to be the
catalyst for a small resurgence, as
the Sharks started to get a strong
hold on the game. The Sharks’
best chance of the half came
through center-forward junior,
Aly Hassan, as he beat the Clayton
State defense only to be thwarted
by a save from goalkeeper David
Cristofoli. NSU started to gain
momentum heading into the
half-time break and had a clear
territorial advantage towards the

end of the first half.
A positive attitude accompanied the Sharks in the second
period as they took the game
to Clayton State and started to
impose themselves. The game
turned into a physical battle in
the second half with both teams
sharing eight yellow cards, and
Clayton State had Leighton
Fredericks sent off with 25
minutes left on the clock.
The best chance of the
match fell to senior David
Wahlberg, as he was picked out
with a precise pass from midfield
and managed to chip the ball over
the goalkeeper, only to hit the
crossbar. Despite the numerical
advantage and vast majority of
possessions, the Sharks could
not convert their pressure into
a goal.
Clayton State defended
admirably with a man down as
they start the season 1-0 with the
Sharks moving to 0-1. The Sharks
will be looking to bounce back
against Georgia Southwestern
in their next outing at the NSU
soccer complex.

Player Profile: Lindsey Nowland
CRAIG HEENIGHAN
SPORTS EDITOR

Sophomore Lindsey Nowland
made an immediate impact last
season, as she became a regular
starter in her first season with the
NSU women’s soccer team. An
ankle injury somewhat hampered
her season towards the end,
however in reflection, she can
look back on what was ultimately
a successful first year with
the Sharks.
Looking ahead to 2009,
Nowland will be aiming to regain
her starting position in the heart
of the Sharks’ defense. Standing
at 5 feet 10 inches, Nowland
gives the Sharks an aerial
advantage both offensively and
defensively. In addition to her
obvious aerial presence, Nowland
possesses speed and endurance, which complements the
Sharks’ backline.
“My height is an advantage,
so I can win a lot of air balls, and
my smart decision making in
the back is also one of my best
assets,” said Nowland.
“If I could improve anything about my game, it would
be my first touch because it
would make me a much better
player and would also improve

Player Profile:
Juan Gonzalez
“Probably that guy from ‘That
70’s show,’ Fez or, actually,
Michael Cera, because I think he
is hilarious.”

CRAIG HEENIGHAN
SPORTS EDITOR

A native of Colombia,
Juan Gonzalez, a junior on
NSU men’s soccer team,
embodies the attributes of a
typical South American soccer
player. He is skillful, creative
and passionate. During the last
two years at NSU, Gonzalez has
become an important and wellrespected member of the men’s
soccer team.  
Heading into his penultimate year, expectations surrounding Gonzalez are high, as he looks
to secure the starting position,
which he has held for most of
his collegiate career so far. On
an individual level, Gonzalez
enjoyed a successful season last
year, totaling six goals and five
assists and became somewhat
of a “good luck charm” as the
Sharks were 4-0 when he scored.
Gonzalez believes his best assets
are his “ability to see the field
in a different way. That opens
up chances for me to give more
assists and, hopefully, to get into
good scoring positions.”
“I
also
believe
my
positive attitude—no matter the
situation—is one of my strongest
attributes,” added Gonzalez.
In order to become a better
player, “I need to change my
defense, make it better, because I

If you were stranded on the
moon, what three items would
you want with you?
“I would want food.(I am
assuming there is electricity up
there) so my television and lots
of DVDs.”

Courtesy of Sports Information

Juan Gonzalez (16) in action against
Barry University

feel I could be a more complete
player if I could get myself
into the positions where I can
tackle and dispossess more,”
stated Gonzalez.
Gonzalez added, “The drive
to win and the drive to not mess
up is what gets me focused and
ultimately doing good for the
team.”

Quick-fire Questions
In a movie about your life, who
would play you?

www.nsucurrent.com

If you could travel back in time,
what time period would you
go to?
“I would go back to when I was
a freshman in high school just
because those years were always
fun, playing at the club level,
just always going to tournaments
and traveling all year round. It
was fun.”
If you were to sit down with
five other people, dead or alive,
famous or not famous who
would they be?
“I would sit down with Diego
Maradona, with Barack Obama
as he seems a funny guy. I always
have my dad around, so my dad
for sure, Michael Cera because
he is my favorite actor and
Tucker Cumpstone.”

my clearances out of the back,”
added Nowland.
In response to what gets
her motivated before a game,
Nowland replied, “I just really
want to win, so I guess the fear of
losing is what motivates me.”

Quick-fire Questions
What is your perfect pre-match
meal?
“Usually there is peanut butter
involved, a lot of Gatorade and a
lot of pasta right before the game,
as it gives me energy.”
In a movie about your life, who
would play you?
“Blake Lively from Gossip Girl.”
If you could travel back in time,
what time period would you
go to?
“I would probably go to the
Seventies; I just think it would be
more fun, where everything was
a little freer.”
If you were to sit down with
five other people, dead or alive,
famous or not famous who
would they be?
“My grandmother [who] passed

Courtesy of Sports Information

Lindsey Nowland (now #12) in action for
the Sharks.

away, Albert Einstein, I would
probably throw Mia Hamm in
there, my dad’s father because
I have never met him and Dave
Matthews.”
If you were stranded on the
moon, what three items would
you want with you?
“I would want crab legs, a
watermelon and water.”

A Mixed Bag for Women’s
Volleyball on Day One
CRAIG HEENIGHAN
SPORTS EDITOR

The NSU women’s volleyball team took on the number five
nationally ranked West Texas
A&M during their first encounter
in a season opener double-header
and unfortunately were defeated
in three games, 28–30, 17–25
and 14–25.
The Sharks were somewhat under strength as they were
without four players, one being
All-American Valia Petrova, who
was instrumental in the Shark’s
successes last year.
The first set was a close
battle, as at one point it looked
like the Sharks were in a strong
position leading 25–24 and had
a set point. However, they failed
to convert. Texas A&M stormed
back to take the set into extra play,
where they eventually completed
the comeback and claimed the
set, 30–28.
NSU was the quickest out
of the blocks in the second set,
taking an early 4-1 lead. However,
the Sharks experienced a sense
of “déjà vu” as they let the lead
slip away. Texas A&M soon took
control of the set and ground out
a hard fought 25–17 victory to go
2–0 in the match.
In the third and ultimately
final set, the Sharks found themselves behind early as Texas
A&M raced to a 5–0 lead, a lead
they would not surrender as they
eventually took the set 25-14.
A positive note for the
Sharks was the performance of
freshman Carly Perschnick, who
achieved 12 kills in her collegiate
debut. Supporting Perschnick

was fellow freshman, setter
Jordan Pappas, who finished with
18 assists, an ace and four digs.
Senior Jenerra McGruder
scored nine kills along with
Paola Ruiz, who also achieved
this number, and junior Lucia
Cizmarova garnered six kills with
junior Kathleen Yony finishing
with a team high of seven digs.
In the second game of the
day, the Sharks bounced back
in style and showed some of
the character of last season as
they dispatched Southwestern
Oklahoma in three games. NSU
convincingly won the first set
25–15 and were led by
Cizmarova, who totaled six kills,
and McGruder, who continued
her impressive form from the first
match as she amassed four kills.
In the second set, Perschnick
started where she left off in the
first match, team top form, as she
hit six kills en route to a second
game victory for the Sharks of
26–24. Pappas gained 13 assists
in the second game, adding to the
11 she achieved in the first game.
The third and final set saw
the Sharks set out slowly and
they quickly found themselves
on the wrong end of a 7–1 deficit.
Showing great determination and
team spirit, NSU battled back to
claim the deciding game 25–23.
Pappas amassed 14 assists in the
final set to take her match total to
38. Paola Ruiz also capped off a
fine performance with four kills
in the final game to add to her six
she achieved in the second game.
The NSU women’s volleyball closed out the day with an
overall season record at 1–1.
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“Inglourious Basterds” Will
Blow Tarantino Fans Away
STEFANI RUBINO
MANAGING/OPINIONS EDITOR

When news of Quentin
Tarantino’s
newest
release
“Inglourious Basterds” started
leaking all over the Internet,
there were so many questions
and assumptions flying around
that I honestly did not know
what to expect from the film.
From the description of it being
a “Spaghetti Western” set in
during World War II to it being
like “’Kill Bill’ with Nazis,”
“Inglourious Basterds” seemed
less like a Tarantino masterpiece
and more like something he had
already done.
These assumptions could
not be further from the truth.
Though there are generic elements
of both Westerns and early KungFu films, “Inglourious Basterds”
is more of Tarantino’s ode to
cinema and the importance of
filmmaking, with a little Naziscalping thrown in for effect and
good measure.
Most of the film follows
a group of Jewish-American
soldiers, led by Tenn. born
Gentile, Lt. Aldo Raine (Brad
Pitt), also called “Aldo the
Apache,” who are sent on an
undercover mission in Nazioccupied France to ambush and
kill Nazi battalions on patrol
in the area. The rest of the film

follows a young woman named
Shosanna Dreyfus (Melanie
Laurent), who has assumed the
identity of Emmanuelle Mimieux
and whose family is obliterated
by Col. Hans Landa (Christoph
Waltz) of the Walfen-SS, as she
plots against the Nazis, who have
decided to use her movie theater
for the premiere of “A Nation’s
Pride,” a film about the “heroism”
of a young Nazi officer, Frederick
Zoller (Daniel Bruhl), pining for
her love and attention.
The stories of both
characters become intertwined
as the British find out about
the premiere and plot along
with the “Basterds,” Lt. Archie
Hicox (Michael Fassbender),
an undercover British officer
and film critic, and Bridget Von
Hammersmark (Diane Kruger), a
popular German actress working
as a spy for the Allies during
the war, to blow the theater up,
which would kill Hitler’s most
import-ant Nazi officers and
Hitler himself, thus ending
the war.
Tarantino is the master
of intricacies and overlapping
plotlines,
and
“Inglourious
Basterds” is one of the best
examples of this from his entire
career. On top of that, the film
shows how much Tarantino really
knows about cinema--at home and
abroad--and how well he applies

Do You Know
“The Secret”?
JUAN GALLO
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

In a single quote, Rhonda
Byrne, author of “The Secret,”
sums up her entire book: “You
must believe that you will
receive and that the perfect
weight is yours already. You must
imagine, pretend, act as if, make
believe, that the perfect weight is
yours. You must see yourself as
receiving that perfect weight.”
Although the context of
these words by Rhonda Byrne
are about weight loss, this proves
to be the whole idea of her book,
“The Secret.” According to
Byrne, there is a secret that has
been known by some people for
ages. She claims that geniuses of
the past knew “the secret” and
used it to their advantage.
The secret is the law of
attraction. Whatever you think
about yourself is what you are
attracting. If you think about
having a successful love life,
making money, having great
friends, buying a big house, then
that is, essentially, what you
will get.
The idea is that the universe
is your own personal “genie.”
It conspires to give you things

you are attracting through your
thoughts.
Now admittedly, my own
personal beliefs lead me to place
my faith in something different.
While the ideas in this book
seemed a little weird at first, there
were bits that I found applicable
in my life to help me grow, learn
and become a better person.
Since finishing the book, I
have applied this principle and
believe that I have seen positive
results from it. Take, for instance,
your normal day. If you wake
up dreading going to work, then
dread coming home because you
have nothing to do, then dread
the next day because it is more of
the same, then you are, naturally,
going to become miserable about
your life.
Although I am not convinced that this will happen by
just thinking these thoughts, I do
believe it requires action on our
part and people are capable of
these actions. After all, we cannot
know what works and what does
not work if we are not aware of
all the options out there.  
My advice is that you
read the book, no matter what
you believe you should be open
new ideas.

Courtesy of Sports Information

Lt. Aldo Raine (Brad Pitt) and Sgt. Donny ‘The Bear Jew’ Donowitz (Eli Roth) after ambushing a Nazi battalion.

the things he has learned over his
long career to something as vast
and sweeping as “Inglourious
Basterds.”
He also managed to pick an
amazing cast for the film, as there
was not a single dull moment
from any of the cast members
during the 153-minute film. Pitt
was truly impressive as Lt. Raine.
His Appalachian accent was right
on target, and he provided some
much needed comic relief at
times when it was most needed.
Laurent was admirable and
believable as Shosanna. She
was as vengeful as you would
expect a survivor to be and

more intense than some of her
male counterparts.
However, the scene-stealer
had to be Waltz, whose Col.
Landa was the most despicable
yet loveable character in the
entire film. There was absolutely
no redeeming quality about him,
but it was still so easy to laugh
with him and want more from
him after his scenes were over.
His performance truly brought
the film to a new height.
As most Tarantino fans
know, music is always an
important part of his films, and
“Inglourious Basterds” is no
exception. This time around,

though, Tarantino abandoned his
use of rock, alternative country
and R&B for a soundtrack of
mostly instrumental tracks from
popular “Spaghetti Westerns.”
It was certainly a change, but
proved to be a welcome one, as
each song seemed well suited for
the scene it was a part of.
Though this film may not
be perfect, it is definitely some of
the finest work Tarantino has ever
created. “Inglourious Basterds”
shows how much Tarantino has
grown in the last 20 years and
how well he can tell a story, even
if it is complicated, violent, and a
little nonlinear.

Broward County’s Totally
Nebular Produces
a Near-Perfect Album
STEFANI RUBINO
MANAGING/OPINIONS EDITOR

The first time I heard the
music of the West Broward-based
band Totally Nebular was during
their live performance at RadioActive Records in Ft. Lauderdale.
Unfortunately, the band did not
have any CDs available that
night, but they did promise one
would be on the way soon. As of
last month, Totally Nebular has
fulfilled that promise with their
self-released LP “Boat Boat.”
The band, consisting of
three recent high school graduates,
Eddie Roqueta, Weston Mansfield,
and Gabriel Berrios, first began
playing together in 2007, but
under a different band name.
They adopted Totally Nebular in
2008 and quickly began playing
shows and recording their tracks.
However, “Boat Boat” is their
first LP.
As soon as the album begins
with “Draws Into,” an explosion
of samples, synthesizers, live
instruments and their nasally

and melodic yelling hits your
eardrums with the same energy
that continues for the rest of the
album. I think it is safe to say
this album is not for anyone
looking for acoustic guitars and
simple melodies. “Boat Boat” is
an album for people looking for
something different, something
experimental and extremely fun
to listen to.
Every track is placed
perfectly one after another and
creates a nearly flawless listening
experience. Though some songs
are slower than others, they
are never placed directly after
the fastest tracks, which means
listeners are not taken from one
extreme to the other.
However, my favorite tracks
on the album have to be “I Saw
Four Deer,” “Captain Benson”
and “White Lincoln.” “I Saw
Four Deer” starts off fairly quick
and stays that way for most of
the track, until the midway point
where there is a sort of break and
then picks up for an explosive
ending.

“Captain Benson” and
“White Lincoln” both showcase
just how truly familiar the band
is with the equipment they are
using and their mastery of it.
Sampling is not the easiest thing
to do, so finding a group of people
who have a full grasp of what
it takes is not an easy task. The
young men of Totally Nebular,
though, seem to know how to
blend vocals, samples and live
instruments together better than a
lot of other signed bands with a
similar style.
Before “Boat Boat,” I
honestly never cared much for
albums full of samples. Totally
Nebular’s album has me rethink
that stance and makes me wonder
how many other bands I might be
missing out on.
If you are interested in
purchasing a copy of “Boat
Boat” for just five dollars, please
visit Totally Nebular’s MySpace
page at www.myspace.com/
totallynebular.
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Does Mute Math Equate With
Their New Album “Armistice”?

Courtesy of Warner Brothers

Mute Math’s new album rocks, but wait a minute, is this Mute Math?

JUAN GALLO
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

Every time I have seen the
band Mute Math (sometimes
written as MUTEMATH or
MuteMath) live, the crowd has
gotten bigger and bigger. Their
fan base has grown so large that
just about everyone I know has
been anticipating the release
of Mute Math’s 2009 studio
album, “Armistice,” which came
out on Aug. 18. The first thing
you notice when the opening

track “The Nerve” kicks in is
how different their sound is this
time around.
The album starts off very
good, full of passion and meaning.
“The Nerve” and “Backfire” are
full of raw energy blasted at your
face. The drumming by Darren
King on just about every song is
intricate and mind-boggling.
My third favorite track has
to be “Lost Year,” a beautiful
song with a great melody in
the chorus.
The problem with the new

Travel to Ireland Without
Leaving the States
JUAN GALLO
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

The Field is an Irish pub
and eatery hidden away on Griffin
Rd., west of I-95 and east of 441.
I have lived near this area for
years but was unaware of the
pub’s existence until a friend
invited me to go there. I loved it
so much, I knew had to return.
The Field, itself, is huge.
This can be deceiving from the
outside, but once you step through
the doors, you see how vast the
space really is. There is some
Gaelic writing on the menu—
“Cead Mile Failte”—which
means “100,000 welcomes.” That
is just a small part of the charm of
this place.
Small lamps at tables and on
walls provide just enough glow
to set a relaxed and comfortable
atmosphere. The walls are made
up of red bricks, wood and fake
fireplaces. Irish music in the
background transports you out of
south Fla. and into the middle
of some small village where,
perhaps, after a long day out in
the fields, this would be the place
where you would come to put the
work mentally behind you for the
sake of a pint and some laughter.
Do not ask me how, but The
Field has that effect. It is a place
to enjoy the little things, such
as good food, cold beer and a

few laughs.
During this visit, I had a
Carrick Burger, a very simple
burger with lettuce, tomato,
cheddar cheese, coleslaw on
the side and fries. It sounds
pretty basic, but it was cooked
to perfection, which made it
delectable. The Blue Moon
Ale I had with it served as a
perfect companion.
Not only is The Field a
great place to eat, drink and hang
out, but also it is a great place to
see some really great live music.
Every Tues., 2ofUs hits the
stage, a two-man Beatles cover
band that plays the “Fab Four’s”
classics. On Thurs., Fri. and Sat.,
Celtic Bridge brings the best of
local, traditional Irish music.
My only complaint regarding The Field is that service can
be slow. However, my recommendation is that you come here
prepared to stay a couple of hours
taking it all in.
Come with friends who do
not mind “shooting the breeze”
with no worries or hurried
attitudes. Drink a pint, eat some
food, share some laughs and
create a memory. The feelings of
home, wherever that is for you,
and all the comforting thoughts
that go along with it, are certainly
things that will make you want
to revisit The Field time and
time again.

album is that although it is fairly
well done, it is not the Mute
Math fans have come to love so
dearly. Yes, the amazing drums
are there. Yes, the unique voice
and style of Paul Meany is there.
Yes, the entrancing bass riffs are
there and so is the elegant, yet
discombobulating mastery of the
guitar that Greg Hill brings to the
table. Nevertheless, it just doesn’t
flow like their previous albums.
Herein lies the dilemma:
Even though all of the elements
are there, the album leaves me
with the dissatisfaction of not
receiving what I wanted, which is
a continuation of the last album.
Instead, this is something new,
something well produced, but
something that is just too similar
to everything else out there.
Although the album is not
exactly what fans wanted, there
is no way to deny how extremely
talented these musicians are. In
the end, I cannot say this album
is not interesting to listen to,
and one thing is for certain: All
these songs will be transformed
into something beyond compare
when they are played live. I can,
however, lie in bed at night and, as
a single teardrop hits my pillow,
remember what Mute Math used
to be and long for their return.
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“Cannibal: the Musical”
Presents Michael Jackson,
Jesus and a Dancing Snowman
JUAN GALLO
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

When you go see “Cannibal:
the Musical,” performed by the
Promethean Theatre Company
at the Black Box Theater in the
Don Taft University Center, be
prepared to see things thrown
together that you probably would
have never imagined. However,
this has come to be expected
of Trey Parker, the creator of
“Cannibal” and a co-creator of
the hit show “South Park.”
Notice how I said “when”
you go see it, not “if.” Missing this
show would be a great mistake.  
In “Cannibal,” Trey Parker sets
out to tell the story of Alferd
Packer, one of the only people
ever convicted of cannibalism
in America.
On Sunday, Aug. 23, two
days after Friday’s opening night,
the theater was still packed. On
the stage floor was an old map
of the old Northwest and, in the
background, was a screen, which
was used very creatively to
illustrate some scenes in the play.
There was red paint splashed all
over the screen, proving there
was certainly no lack of blood in
the story.
The musical numbers are
spectacular, including a hiphop number performed by Andy
Quiroga, who played the part

of “Frenchie.” With lines like
“screwed 10-foot tall women”
and “balls of thunder,” the cast
could not really go wrong as
far as getting laughs out of the
audience was concerned. At one
point, almost the entire cast broke
into a performance of “Beat It”
by Michael Jackson.
The actors did a great
job with their comedic timing.
The material that Trey Parker
created is brilliant, hilarious, and
disturbing, involving gay NativeAmericans, a human-horse, and a
Cyclops shooting pus out of his
eye for a good five minutes.
“Cannibal” is wildly entertaining, hilarious from start to
finish, and a downright good time.
For anyone who is unfamiliar
with theater, I cannot imagine
a better play to go see as a
first-timer.
I have barely scratched the
surface of the hilarious antics on
display in this musical, which
includes gratuitous male nudity,
disco balls, dancing snowmen
and Jesus. This is something the
entire NSU community should
not miss.
“Inspired, a great piece
of work...very well done,” said
Edward Marks, a sophomore
drama major.
“Cannibal: the Musical” is
playing at the Black Box Theater
through Sep. 6.

Get Into Sudoku
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box
contains everydigit from one to nine inclusively.
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Too Many Students,
Not Enough Parking
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Editors’ Note

STEFANI RUBINO &
LAUREN AURIGEMMA
Photo by L. Aurigemma

There are so many students on NSU’s main campus, but just not enough parking spaces.

STEFANI RUBINO
MANAGING/OPINIONS EDITOR

No matter which building
students have classes in at NSU,
they are almost guaranteed that
there will be barely any parking
spots available in the parking
garage or the lot for that building. Not only do students have
to share parking with faculty
and staff members, but also
they have to share parking with
University School students and,
in some lots, visitors. I, myself,
sometimes have to drive around
for more than 20 minutes hoping
someone will come and relinquish
his/her spot.
At a university like NSU,

full of commuter students, why
has parking become such an issue
and why is nothing else being
done about it?
It is clear that I am not the
only commuter student having
this problem. From the parking
garage by the Alvin Sherman
Library to the parking lot near
the Don Taft University Center,
students are pitted against each
other in a race to find the next
person walking back to his/her
car to, hopefully, leave. If I want
to arrive at my classes on time or
with a little bit of time to skim
my assigned readings, I have to
leave an extra 20 minutes from
wherever I am to make sure
I have enough time to find a

parking spot.
Besides the fact that this
is just plain inconvenient, an
argument can definitely be made
for the safety of students. How
safe could our parking areas be
if students are speeding through
them in hopes of finding an
empty spot?
I understand that the
economic climate has not been
beneficial to universities and,
certainly, south Fla. has been
hit fairly hard. Nevertheless, at
a university that has as many
commuter students as NSU does,
parking should not have become
such an issue.

On the Scene
ANNARELY RODRIGUEZ
NEWS EDITOR

How do you feel about
Obama’s Health Care Plan?
“I do not really know how I feel. I want to see how things play out.
People talk a real good game, but I want to see how we are affected in the
future, how we are going to pay for it and who is going to pay for it.”
Shannon Green, a junior American studies major.

“I am against it. This is a complex problem that is going to require a
multi-faceted solution.”
Kevin Luba, a dental graduate.

“I am not exactly sure where he is going to get the money, unless he
raises taxes, which I agree he should do for the top five percent. I think
if there is a national health insurance then we will be better off, however,
I am not so sure the American economy, and the way it is set up, can
handle it.”
Mick Mentz, a senior economics major.

“I think it is a good thing for a lot of people, especially in my case, who
do not have a job and cannot afford all their health care needs. I think a
lot of people are hyped up about it because they think it is socialism, but
all he wants to do is give people health insurance.”
Laura Kupperman, a second year graduate student of clinical psychology.
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As readers can see from
this issue of The Current, NSU
professors from almost every
division of the university are
currently engaged in some
of the most groundbreaking
research in the state. On top of
that, they are also creating some
of the most original and cutting
edge programs of study for the
coming years.
From research on sharks to
a master’s degree in electronic
medical data coding, our pro-

fessors, the ones we see in class
every week, are helping to
change the world a little at a time.
And we are here every step of
the way.
All NSU students should
be enthralled to have these kinds
of projects going on at their
university. Obviously, these kinds
of projects, opportunities and
knowledge are not included in
the price of tuition. These are
things that our professors and the
university do to help us and help
make the university great.
We should be thankful and
proud to have this much going
on at a university that is largely
unknown as of yet.

Write a
Letter to the Editor
Want to say something about
what you have read? Do you have
an idea that you think would be
great in The Current?
Send a Letter to the Editor at
nsunews@nova.edu.

